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NEWS RELEASE

April 27, 1992
UM BUSINESS SCHOOL BENEFACTOR
NAMED OUTSTANDING ALUMNUS
MISSOULA ~
Retired Missoula businessman Bill Gallagher, who in 1990 gave The University of
Montana School of Business Administration $1 million in seed money for a new building,
will receive the school’s Outstanding Alumnus Award Friday, May 1.
UM ’s business school’s Business Advisory Council chooses Outstanding Alumnus
Award winners on the basis of their history of outstanding achievements in business,
academic, government or other organizations and significant social, political or economic
contributions to the business school, UM or society in general.
Gallagher, who in 1925 earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration at UM,
will be honored at the 45th Annual School of Business Administration Scholarship Banquet.
He founded Westmont Tractor in Missoula in 1929 and retired in 1981 after serving
as the company’s chief executive officer, president and general manager. He’s also chaired
the Mansfield Lecture Fund Drive, won UM ’s Distinguished Service Award in 1969 and
been a UM Foundation and Missoula Community Hospital trustee.
Gallagher donated money for a new business school building in hopes his gift would
encourage the state Legislature to provide the balance needed for its construction. In fact,
the 1991 Legislature did appropriate $13 million for the building, estimated to cost about $15
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million. UM has chosen the Clover Bowl - the field between Brandy Hall and the Student
Health Service -- as the building’s site, and the G reat Falls architectural and planning firm
L’Heureux, Page, Werner, P.C ., is working on the plans.
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